Hill  "  Cumorah"  on  which  Joseph   Smith  found  the  Book  of  Mormon  Plate* 


outfjern  jWestfenger 


VOL.    11. 


20th    APRIL,    1937. 


No.  4. 


Published  by  the  SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints.    Le  Grand  P. 
Backman,  Mission  President,  Editor,  Main  and  Grove  Roads,  Mowbray,  C.P.,  S.  Africa.  Registered  at  G.P.O.  as  a  Newspaper 


A  Gospel  of  Repentance  and  Forgiveness 


By  Elder  Stephen  L.  Richards 


A  certain  man  had  two  sons.  And  the 
younger  of  them  said  to  his  father, 
Father,  give  me  the  portion  of  goods 
that  falleth  to  me.  And  he  divided 
unto  them  his  living. 

And  not  many  days  after,  the  younger 
son  gathered  all  together,  and  took 
his  journey  into  a  far  country,  and 
there  wasted  his  substance  with  riotous 
living.  And  when  he  had  spent  all, 
there  arose  a  mighty  famine  in  that 
land;  and  he  began  to  be  in  want. 

And  he  went  and  joined  himself  to  a 
citizen  of  that  country \  and  he  sent  him 
into  his  fields  to  fvtid  the  swine.  And  he 
would  fain  have  filled  his  belly  with  the 
husks  that  the  swine  did  eat  ;  and  no 
man  gave  unto  him.  And  when  he 
came  to  himself,  he  said,  How  many 
hired    servants    of     mv     father's     have 


bread  enough  and  to  spare,  and  I 
perish  with  hunger  ! 

I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and  will 
Say  unto  him,  Father  1  have  sinned 
against  heaven,  and  before  thee.  And 
am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  .thy 
son  :  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  ser- 
vants. And  he  arose  and  came  to  his 
father.  But  when  he  was  yet  a  great 
way  off,  his  father  saw  him,  and  had 
compassion,  and  ran,  and  fell  on  his 
neck,  and  kissed  him. 

And  the  son  said  unto  him,  Father,  I 
have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  in  thy 
sight,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be 
called  thy  son.  But  the  father  said  to 
his  servants,  Bring  forth  the  best  robe, 
and  put  it  on  him  ;  and  put  a  ring  on 
his  hand,  and  shoes  on  his  feet.  And 
bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill  it ; 
and   let  us  eat  and  be  merry ;   For  mv 
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son   was   dead,    and    is   alive   again  ;   he 

was  lost,  and  is  found. 

To  anyone  who  would  gain  further  in- 
sight into  the  ideals  and  tenets  of  true 
Christianity,  I  would  recommend  the  ear- 
nest study  of  the  parable  of  the  prodigal 
son.  To  me,  it  breathes  the  very  spirit 
and  genius  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  Saviour  told  this  story  to  the  hard- 
hearted, rigorous  Jews,  who  had  been 
steeped  in  the  letter  and  the  formula  of 
the  law,  to  indicate  to  them  the  nature  of 
His  mission.  They  had  understood  the 
law  of  God  only  in  its  legal  phases.  They 
had  not  understood  how  the  letter  was  to 
be  tempered  with  mercy  and  kindness 
and  sympathy  and  forgiveness. 

There  was  no  greater  offence  in  the 
household  of  the  Jew  than  a  renunciation 
of  patrimony,  and  that  was  what  the  pro- 
digal son  was  guilty  of.  Not  only  was 
he  guilty  of  that  but  he  was  likewise 
guilty  of  every  other  offence  against  the 
law  of  his  household,  in  the  riotous  living 
in  which  he  indulged,  and  according  to 
the  law  of  the  Jews,  he  should  have  been 
forever  disinherited  and  renounced  and 
never  permitted  to  come  back  again  to 
his  father's  home. 

The  household  of  the  prodigal  son  was 
meant  by  the  Saviour  of  the  world  to  in- 
dicate the  household  of  God  :  the  Father, 
the  Eternal  Parent,  and  the  son,  His 
children.  No  doubt  it  was  a  strange  doc- 
trine for  that  time  and  for  those  people 
to  have  the  Master  teach  that  this  way- 
ward son  should  be  forgiven  and  that  the 
father  should  express  such  exultation  in 
his  reclamation  . 

You  will  recall  that  the  older  of  the 
two  sons  rebuked  his  father  for  making 
so  much  ado  about  his  younger  son  when 
he,  said:  "  Lo,  these  many  years  do  I 
serve  thee,  neither  transgressed  I  at  any 
time  thy  commandment ;  and  yet  thou 
gavest  me  a  kid,  that  I  might  make  merrv 
with  my  friends."  But  the  father  said 
to  him:  "  Son,  thou  art  ever  with  me, 
and  all  that  I  have  is  thine,"  thus  indica- 
ting his  gratitude  for  the  faithfulness  of 
his  oldest  son  without  mitigation  however 
of  his  supreme  joy  that  his  son  who  was 
lost  was  recovered  and  came  back  into 
the  fold  of  Christ ;  for  that  is  what  was 
meant. 


The  Gospel  is  a  strange  mixture  of 
justice  and  mercy.  We  believe  that 
God*S  laws  arc  eternal.  We  believe,  too, 
that  they  are  inflexible,  that  there  is  no 
law  the  infraction  of  which  does  not  en- 
tail a  penalty,  just  as  the  infraction  of 
every  physical  law  brings  its  penalty,. 
No  one  can  touch  the  hot  stove  without 
being  burned,  and  no  one  can  break  the 
laws  of  God  without  suffering  therefor. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  (iospel 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  there  is  the 
principle  of  mercy.  We  are  told  that 
mere}-  shall  not  rob  justice,  but  that 
mercy  shall  have  its  part  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  Heaven's  law  among  the  child- 
ren of  men. 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  assume  that 
the  prodigal  son  did  not  have  to  pay  his 
penalty  for  the  infraction  of  the  laws 
which  he  broke.  He  did.  He  was  re- 
duced to  the  utmost  of  degradation.  One 
would  fail  to  grasp  the  full  meaning  and 
significance  of  the  parable  if  he  did  not 
remember  that  he  was  reduced  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  became  a  keeper  of  swine, 
which  was  the  most  menial  and  base  of 
all  vocations  in  which  a  Jew  could  be  en- 
gaged. Not  only  that,  but  he  was  so 
degraded  that  he  ate  the  very  husks  with 
the  swine  themselves.  That,  figuratively, 
at  least,  is  designed  to  represent  the  ex- 
treme penalty  which  this  wayward  youth 
paid  for  the  breaking  of  the  laws  and  for 
his  renunciation  of  the  patrimony  of  his 
father's  household.  Then  after  he  had 
gone  to  that  extremity  he  became  repen- 
tant. He  said  unto  himself,  "  I  have 
sinned  before  God  and  before  my  father," 
and  in  sack  cloth  and  ashes  came  he 
home  to  his  father's  house  to  ask  for- 
giveness. The  joyful  part  of  it  all  is  that 
his  father  forgave  him  and  rejoiced  in 
his  repentance. 

There  is  no  forgiveness  without  repen-. 
tance.  Repentance  consists  of  two 
things  :  First,  a  godly  sorrow  which  con- 
templates a  penitent  heart ;  and  secondly, 
a  turning  away  from  the  sin,  that  it  may 
be  committed  no  more.  There  is  no  re- 
pentance with  just  one  of  these  two 
things.  Certainly  it  is  not  adequate 
merely  to  have  sorrow  in  our  hearts  ;  and 
not  infrequently,  we  have  discovered  that 
sorrow     comes     from     being     caught    or 
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found  out,  or  being'  brought  to  a  condi- 
tion of  humiliation  and  embarrassment 
by  the  circumstances.  That  is  not  suffi- 
cient. There  must  be  a  turning  away 
from  the  wrong  course  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  repentance  that  entitles  one  to 
forgiveness. 

Repentance,  too,  is  not  a  static  con- 
dition. We  do  not  repent  once  in  our 
lives  for  everything,  we  have  done  there- 
tofore. There  is  no  blanket  repentance 
that  is  adequate  to  satisfy  the  laws  of 
God  ;  but  repentance  is  a  progressive, 
positive  principle  of  constant  application, 
and  every  man  who  would  bring  himself 
within  the  mercy  of  Christ  and  became 
the  beneficiary  of  his  generous,  kind,  and 
gracious  Gospel  must  be  repentant  all  the 
days  of  his  life. 

No  one  of  us  is  perfect.  Everyone  is 
beset  by  human  frailty  and  very  imper- 
fection of  life  calls  for  repentance,  a 
penitent  spirit  and  a  turning  away  from 
the  wrong  course.  If  there  is  one  whose 
life  is  so  perfect  as  not  to  commit  sins 
of  commission,  if  he  will  examine  himself 
he  will  discover  that  he  is  guilty  of  sins 
of  omission,  that  likewise  call  for  a  peni- 
tent heart. 

Forgiveness  was  the  last  prayer  of  the 
Saviour,  a  prayer  to  forgive  those,  who, 
He  said,  unknowingly  persecuted  Him  ; 
and  repentance  was  the  burden  of  the 
message  of  Christ  during  His  entire 
ministry. 

Not  only  was  it  the  burden  of  His 
message  but  it  likewise  was  the  burden 
of  the  message  of  his  predecessor  who 
came  to  prepare  the  way  for  Him. 
V  Repent  ye  "  was  the  cry  through  the 
wilderness,  sounded  bv  John,  and  I  am 
constrained  to  believe  that  the  call  for 
repentance  is  just  as  necessary  and  just 
as  applicable  to-day  as  it  was  in  the  days 
of  Christ.  I  sometimes  hesitate  to  in- 
dulge what  is  termed  a  call  to  repentance, 
because  there  is  assumed  in  that,  by  some 
at  least,  a  holier-than-thou  attitude.  I 
offer  repentance  to  myself  as  I  offer  it 
to  you,  and  to  all  men,  as  the  supreme 
gift  of  the  Gospel.  Whenever  man 
reaches  the  condition  .that  he  cannot  re- 
pent, then  God  pity  him,  for  surely  his 
soul  is  lost. 


While  men  have  sufficient  of  humility, 
sufficient  recognition  of  their  Creator,  and 
a  sufficient  desire  to  come  into  accord 
with  the  principles  of  truth,  that  they 
seek  repentance,  the}'  are  then  amenable 
to  the  administrations  of  the  holy  spirit, 
and  there  is  available  to  them  this 
glorious  gift  of  repentance,  which  is  the 
gift  of  Christ.  Some  call  it  "  the  grace 
of  Christ."  Hut  by  whatever  name  it  is 
known,  it  is  the  most  blessed  of  all  the 
bequests  to  humanity,  because,  through 
it,  men  may  be  redeemed,  not  only  from 
original  sin  but  from  their  own  iniquity; 
and  without  repentance  they  are  helpless. 

I  hope  that  all  men  will  so  order  their 
lives  that  they  may  make  themselves 
amenable  to  the  spirit  of  Christ,  the  spirit 
breathed  in  this  parable  of  the  Prodigal 
Son  and  set  forth  in  numerous  other  in- 
stances and  places  during  the  ministry  of 
the  Saviour. 

I  cannot  forget,  in  the  connection,  the 
coming  of  that  unfortunate  woman  who 
was  taken  in  sin.  It  seems  to  me  I  see 
her  as  she  stood  there,  friendless  and 
alone  before  that  bigoted,  cold-hearted 
group  of  ancient  Jews  who  claimed  to  be 
the  administrators  of  the  law — intolerant, 
without  any  sympathy.  There,  as  thev 
were  about  to  fling  the  stones  that  would 
inflict  the  penalty  of  the  law  and  take  her 
life  for  her  sin,  there  appeared  upon  the 
scene  this  kindly,  benevolent,  under- 
standing, sympathetic  Nazarene.  He 
rebuked  them  with  soft  words:  "  Let  him 
who  is  without  sin  cast  the  first  stone," 
and  in  their  hearts  there  crept  a  con- 
sciousness of  their  own  weaknesses  and 
shortcomings.  One  can  see  them  as  thev 
slinked  away  under  this  penetrating  re- 
proof. Then,  turning  to  the  woman,  one 
can  imagine,  at  least  something  of  the 
comfort,  something-  of  the  solace,  some- 
thing of  the  encouragement  that  came 
into  her   heart   as   she   heard     Him     sav  : 

Go  thy  way,   and  sin   no  more." 

There  must  have  been  a  promise  im- 
plied in  those  words  :  if  you  sin  no  more, 
if  you  repent,  you  will  be  forgiven. 

I  have  seen  a  few  men  and  women  in 
my  life  who  have  been  forgiven  for  great 
offences.  I  believe  that  thev  were  the 
happiest  of  all  people  I  have  ever  known. 
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I  have  seen  a  weight  taken  from  the  life 
of  a  man,  a  weight  that  was  crushing 
him,  when  one  who  had  the  right  to  for- 
give simply  gave  to  him  that  supreme 
boon:  "  I  forgive  you." 

Not  all  of  us  have  the  right  to  judge. 
We  are  told  that  we  do  not,  for  Christ 
has  said :  "Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not 
judged."  But  everyone  has  the  right  to 
forgive.  The  Lord  has  said:  "  I  will 
forgive  whomsoever  I  will  forgive,  but  of 
you  it  is  required  that  you  forgive  all 
men." 

Men  who  harbour  in  their  hearts 
hatred,  an  unforgiving  spirit,  are  their 
own  worst  enemies.  Nothing  provokes 
unhappiness  and  discontent  more  than 
such  a  spirit.  So  I  appeal  to  all  to  banish 
from  their  hearts  an  unforgiving  spirit 
and  comply  with  the  spirit  and  genius  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  forgive  all. 

I  wish  that  it  were  possible  for  all  men 
throughout  the  world  to  secure  the  spirit 
of  repentance,  that  in  humility  and  con- 
trition thev  might  forsake  evil  and  un- 
righteous ways  and  place  themselves  in 
a  position  to  call  down  this  glorious 
grace  of  Christ,  the  forgiveness  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Then  would  the  import  and 
meaning  of  this  wonderful  parable  which 
our  Lord  gave  to  those  who  so  much 
needed  Him  plainly  appear. 
□  □ 

THE  WORTH  OF  BEAUTY. 
Condensed   from    Good   Housekeeping. 

James  C.    Derieux. 

There  is  not  anywhere,  so  for  as  I  can 
learn,  a  monument  to  the  Rev.  John 
Grimke- Drayton.  Yet  Mr.  Drayton  did 
one  of  the  remarkable  bits  of  work  that 
has  been  done  in  this  world.  About  his 
country  home,  Magnolia  Gardens,  near 
Charleston,  S.C. ,  he  brought  into  being 
such  beauty  as  perhaps  no  other  individ- 
ual in  America  has  been  able  to  achieve. 

Each  spring  thousands  of  persons 
travel  hundreds  of  miles  to  see  the  work 
of  this  modest  clergyman,  sick  from 
tuberculosis.  In  a  pre-war  edition  of  his 
famous  travel  guide,  Baedecker  marked 
but  three  places  in  the  United  States  with 
the  double  star :  the  Grand  Canyon, 
Niagara  Falls,  and  Mr.  Drayton's  garden. 


Said  John  Galsworthy:  "  Nothing  so 
lovely  and  wistful,  nothing  so  richly 
colored,  yet  so  ghostlike,  exists,  planted 
by  the  sons  of  men.  Beyond  anything 
I  have  ever  seen,  it  is  other-worldly. 
To  this  day  I  have  seen  no  garden  so 
beautiful  as  Magnolia  Gardens." 

I  shall  not  even  attempt  to  tell  of  the 
millions  of  azalea  blooms  of  many  hues; 
of  the  stately  camelias,  a  single  bush 
yielding  blooms  of  many  colors ;  of  the 
white  and  bluish  wisteria  climbing  to  the 
very  tops  of  mighty  trees ;  the  roses ;  the 
Magnolia  grandiflora  ;  the  live  oaks  with 
their  eerie  draperies  of  gray  moss ;  the 
mirroring  pools.  Acre  after  acre  of 
rapturous  beauty,  changing  from  hour  to 
hour  as  the  sun's  angle  alters,  from  week 
to  week  as  the  season  advances.  There 
seems  no  end  to  the  clergyman's  desire 
to  make  manifest  here  on  earth  some  hint 
of  the  heavenly  glimpses  that  came  to 
his  heart. 

Last  summer  an  elderly  woman  leaving 
Magnolia  Gardens  said,  "  this  is  mv 
fortieth  visit  here.  I  come  each  spring 
to  South  Carolina  to  see  Magnolia.  It 
restores  my  soul." 

Another  woman  said  to  Mr.  C.Norwood 
Hastie,  present  owner  of  the  garden  an  J 
grandson  of  Mr.  Drayton  •:  "  My  husband 
a  clergyman,  was  on  the  teetering  ed^^ 
of  losing  his  reason  when  he  first  came 
here.  Day  after  day  he  returned.  In 
the  end,  his  faith  returned  to  him,  and 
his  poise.  This  garden  saved  him,  made 
it  possible  for  him  to  continue  in  his 
pastorate." 

Innumerable  persons,  afflicted  with 
grief  too  heavy  for  them,  go  to  magnolia 
to    find    peace.  A    man    stood    looking 

across  one  of  the  small  lakes  at  banks 
of  color,  at  the  clear  reflections  of  that 
color  beneath  water.  Softly  he  spoke 
to   the   woman   with   him. 

I  know  now  what  Heavan  is  like, 
and  I  am  content  for  my  child  to  be 
there." 

Sometimes  persons  who  enter  the 
garden  burst  into  quiet  tears.  Some- 
times they  gasp,  when  they  behold  the 
blooms  as  numerous  as  the  stars,  sit  down 
and  remain  immovable  for  minutes. 
There  is  no  record  of  any  person's  ever 
having  been  ejected  from  the  garden  for 
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misconduct.  Rarely  does  one  hear  loud 
talking  or  noisy  laughter — no  more  than 
in  a  cathedral.  As  many  as  12,000 
persons  have  entered  the  garden  within 
a  single  day — and  when  night  came  on, 
no  flowers  were  missing,  no  damage  of 
any  kind  had  been  done,  no  litter  left. 
Vet  there  never  are  guards  on  duty. 

One   day   Mr.    Hastie  himself  went   out 
to     gather     flowers.         Twenty     persons 
started    towards    him.         "  Stop    that! 
they  demanded.  Now  when  he  wishes 

flowers  for  his  own  use,  he  gathers  them 
before   the   gates   have   been    opened. 

There  is  man}-  a  garden  within  50  miles 
of  Magnolia  that  has  been  despoiled  by 
visitors.  But  there  is  something  about 
Magnolia  that  puts  thievery  and  all  other 
low  conduct   out   of  one's    mind.  '  Dis 

gyrden  ain't  fo'  sin,"  is  the  way  an  old 
Negro  explains  it.  "  Gawd,  He  done  walk 
here." 

In  the  heart  of  every  imaginative  person 
resides  a  desire  to  be  of  lasting  worth. 
But  what  Can  he  do  that  wall  survive  him? 
If  he  has  access  to  a  bit  of  earth,  this 
he  can  make  lovely,  and  so  immensely 
to  his  own  satisfaction  with  life  and  to 
the  joy  of  others. 

The  village  in  which  I  now  live,  Sum- 
merville,  S.C.,  is  one  of  several  estab- 
dished  by  the  rice  planters  of  the  early 
19th  century.  Most  of  these  settlements 
have  pined  away,  some  of  them  have 
disappeared  but  Summerville  is  living 
merrily,  though  it  has  no  industry  to 
speak  of,  and  is  not  a  trading  center. 
Why  did  Summerville  survive?  Because 
many  years  ago  it  had  intelligence  enough 
to  prohibit  the  cutting  of  trees,  and  its 
home  owners  esthetic  sense  enough  to 
plant  wisteria,  roses,  tea  olives,  magno- 
lias, azaleas,  camellias,  and  innumerable 
other  flowering  trees,  vines  and  bushes. 
To  this  day  one  may  not  cut  a  tree  in 
Summerville,  though  it  is  in  his  own  yard, 
without  permission  of  the  town  authori- 
ties. ,  Now  the  huge  wisteria  vines 
spread  over  the  tops  of  tall  threes, 
roofing  the  village  with  heavenly  blue- 
ness,  while  the  floor  of  the  forest  flames 
in  many  flower  colors. 

Jt  ;is  beauty  that  sustains  the  com- 
munity, that  brings  to  it  annually  hun- 
dreds of  winter  residents,  some  of  whom, 


having  travelled   widely,   declare  it  to   he 
America's    loveliest    forest    village. 

In  a  Carolina  valley  an  old  woman 
lives  in  a  small,  unpainted  house.  There 
is  no  sign  to  tell  passers-by  that  here  he 
can  buy  eggs,  butter,  milk  and  vegetables, 
yet  the  old  woman  rarely  can  supply  the 
demand  for  them. 

"  How  do  people  know  you  have  them 
for  sale?  "   I   asked   her. 

Well,  sir,  mostly  they  don't  know 
right  off.  But  when  they're  drivin'  by, 
they  sees  my  flowers,  the  brakes  go  on, 
and  they  stop.  Then  they  come  in  to 
ask  questions,  and  I  tell  'em  what  I've 
got." 

And  so,  with  the  most  remarkable 
front  yard,  within  20  miles  as  her 
advertisement,  the  old  woman  gets  along. 
The  beauty  she  developed  by  transplant- 
ing flowers  from  the  mountainsides  and 
glens  and  by  obtaining  cuttings  and  bulbs 
from  freinds  is  her  sales  agent.  More, 
her  yard  is  a  contagious  beauty  spot. 
Other  women  are  getting  flowers  from 
her,  and  inspiration.  Her  presence  is 
transforming  that  whole  valley  into  a 
more  pleasing,  more  civilized  place  of 
abode. 

Beauty  pays.  And  if  we  ever  should 
attain  to  universal  enthusiasm  for  it, 
man}'  of  our  sorest  economic  problems 
would  dissolve.  We  then  would  find 
more  of  a  satisfaction  in  activities  that 
are  not  costly.  We  would  have  a  stand- 
ard of  living,  as  distinguished  from  the. 
standard  of  spending.  And  that,  after 
all,  may  be  what  we  must  have  before  we 
can  climb  toward  the  heights  of  satisfy- 
ing life.  On  those  heights  dwells 
serenity,  and  serenity  and  beauty  are 
sisters. 


Con  tinned  from  \va  <zc  64. 

These  were  wonderful  days  for  us  in' 
East  London.  The  sincerity \  integrity 
and  glowing  enthusiasm  for  the  Gospel 
always  radiated  by  President  Baekman 
has  injected  new  life  and  determination 
into  us  all  and  has  given  us  new  hopes 
for  a  real  branch  in  East  London  once 
more.  We  also  gained  a  great  deal  by 
our  wholesome  association  with  the  ever 
congenial  Elder  Wilcox. 
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Social  and  Economic  Aspects  of  Mormonism 

By  Orval  W.  Adams 

Prominent     Salt     Lake     Bank     Executive,   before     a     meeting     of     the     Philadelphia 

Rotary   Club. 


May  I  express  to  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Philadelphia,  the  high  privilege  you  have 
extended  in  the  invitation  for  me  to  have 
fellowship  with  so  representative  a  cross  - 
section  of  American  citizenship.  Doubt- 
less, it  is  commonplace  indeed  for  visitors 
for  a  distance  to  voice  feelings  of  rever- 
ence for  this  city  where  so  man}'  of  the 
immortals  of  American  history  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  achievement  of  free 
government. 

But  I  share  the  universal  sentiment  of 
true  Americans  who  continue  to  be  guided 
by  their  spirit,  and  who  cling  to  ideals 
that  were  here  given  life,  substance  and 
enduring  significance. 

To  me,  therefore,  this  occasion  is  most 
usual.  Coming  as  I  do  from  a  city  far 
removed  from  the  turbulent  cross -cur- 
rents of  trade  and  comerce,  I  recognize 
mv  personal  limitations,  particularly  with 
regard  to  addressing  you  upon  the  more 
grave  questions  of  the   day. 

Interest  in   Church  Shown. 

Through  your  president,  my  dear  friend 
O.  Howard  Wolfe,  you  have  indicated  an 
interest  in  hearing  somewhat  about  the 
Mormon  people,  as  related  to  the  more 
outstanding  features  of  this  branch  of 
Christian  faith,  whose  religious  tenets  are 
those  of   fundamental   Christianity, 

Among  the  basic  teachings  of  the 
Church,  is  that  of  God's  direction  of  the 
growth  of  religious  faith  and  of  the  form 
of  government  which  our  forefathers  es- 
tablished on  the  Western  Continent. 
This  carries  with  it  the  tenet  that  Pilgrim 
fathers  were  divinely  led  to  these  shores 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  new  system 
of  human  relations. 

That  Washington  was  fore-ordained 
to  accept  the  responsibilities  of  leader- 
ship at  a  critical  moment  when  freedom 
hung  in  the  balance;  that  the  Declaration 


of  Independence  was  pf  God's  leading 
and  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  an  outward  evidence  of  God's 
progressive  revelations  to  mankind  for 
His  own  governance  under  a  Christian 
dispensation.  Joseph  .Smith,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Church,  declared  that, 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
is  an  inspired  document  conceived  by  men 
whom  (iod  raised  up  for  that  purpose." 
To  you,  this  interpretation  may  seem  un- 
usual and  to  those  who  think  not  so  much 
in  terms  of  faith,  perhaps  confusing, 
but  it  does  serve  to  explain  why  our 
people  cling  to  constitutional  government 
as  the  charter  of  our  calling  under  a  great 
citizenship  which  shall  endure,  and  under 
which  we  are  guaranteed  the  blessings 
of  '  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness." Needless  for  me  to  say,  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  an  integral  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, has  established  for  every  one 
of  us  the  predominant  right  and  principle 
of  religious  freedom. 

A  Representative  Democracy. 

This  organization  known  as  the  Church 
may  properly  be  termed  a  representative 
democracy  and  may  be  referred  to  as 
having  the  form  of  a  pyramid.  At  the 
apex  stands  the  President  of  the  Church, 
revered,  respected  and  recognized  by  all, 
as  its  leader.  He  is  surrounded  by  two 
Counsellors  and  by  a  Board  of  Counsel, 
known  as  the  Twelve  Apostles.  Other 
lesser  officials  are  likewise  constituted  to 
occupy  distinct  spheres  of  usefulness. 
Their  duties  are  prescribed.  Invasion  of 
these  responsibilities  and  rights,  is  not 
permitted.  No  official  is  ever  called  upon 
either  to  minimize  or  surrender  his  prero- 
gatives. Respect  for  authority  is  ac- 
cepted bv  the  humblest  lay  member  who. 
also  has  his  part  in  the  regular  activities 
and  who  accept  whatever  responsibility 
is  delegated  to  him. 
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This  pyramid  at  this  time  is  made  up 
of  approximately  750,000  persons,  of 
whom  about  75,000  are  active  workers  in 
the  undertakings  of  the  Church.  Every 
worker  and  official  comes  to  his  place  by 
direct  vote  of  the  Church  membership. 
No  power  or  authority  is  otherwise  as- 
sumed. Privileges,  perquisites,  and 
honours  are  bestowed  by  vote  of  any  local 
or  collective  congregation  and  it  is  only 
under  this  same  procedure  that  one  can 
be  divested  of  his  appointed  place,  thus 
the  idea  of  unwarranted  assumption  ol 
powers  or  prerogatives,  is  entirely  foreign 
to  Church  policy. 

Eligible   for   Recognition. 

May  I  add  that  all  male  persons  over 
twelve  years  of  age  are  eligible  for  recog- 
nition in  the  official  family  of  the  Church, 
based  upon  their  personal  activities  and 
their      attitude      of      helpfulness.  The 

democracy  of  the  Church  is  illustrated 
forcibly  by  the  career  of  its  present  leader 
and  President,  Heber  J.  Grant.  He  was 
reared  as  a  widow's  son.  His  mother, 
bereft  of  her  husband,  when  this  lad  had 
not  yet  reached  his  teens,  was  obliged  to 
seek  out  a  precarious  existence.  In  an 
atmosphere  of  privation  and  struggle, 
Heber  Grant,  exposed  to  the  severe  reali- 
ties of  life,  learned  its  greatest  lesson  re- 
lying mainly  upon  those  sterling  traits  of 
character  with  which  he  was  endowed  and 
upon  his  adherence  to  precept,  he  entered 
upon  the  various  stages  of  progress  with- 
in the  Church  and  because  of  his  qualities 
of  leadership  in  all  lines  of  endeavour,  he 
was  in  course  of  time,  chosen  to  be  its 
spokesman  and  head. 

Patriotism  Demonstrated. 

During  the  earlier  history  of  the 
Church,  persecution  had  been  the  lot  of 
its  adherents.  From  the  state  of  New 
York  to  Ohio;  from  Ohio  to  Missouri; 
and  from  Missouri  across  the  Mississippi 
to  Illinois,  this  slowly  increasing  colony 
moved  under  the  lash  of  unpopularity. 
Came  the  command  that  the  Church  as  a 
body  must  vacate  the  beautiful  city  of 
Nauvoo,  Illinois,  with  its  population  of 
20,000  and  its  costly  houses  of  worship. 


The  historic  frek  towards  the  Rocky 
Mountains  began.  By  way  ol  illustrat- 
ing the  trials  which  beset  this  little  band 
of  men,  women  and  children,  bivouaced 
on  the  lonesome  plains  of  the  mid-west, 
exposed  to  the  severities  of  life  in  the  open 
after  being  stripped  of  their  earthly 
possessions,  may  I  quote  from  one  of  the 
hymns  of  the  Church,  composed  at  this 
time — a  hymn  that  was  sung  around  the 
eampfire  as  a  means  of  buoying  up  sorely 
dejected  spirits  : — 

Come,  come  ye  saints,  no  toil  nor  labour 

fear 
But  with  joy,   went   vour  wav. 

Though    hard    to    you,    the    journey    may 
appear 

Grace  shall  be,  as  your  day. 
Tis  better  far,   for  us  to  strive 
Our  useless  cares  from  us  to  drive 
Do  this  and  joy  our  hearts  will  swell, 
All    is   well— all"  is   well." 

Call  gets  Response. 

This  was  in  1847,  the  year  in  which  our 
nation  became  involved  with  Mexico.  The 
call  of  volunteers  issued  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  met  with  a  stirring 
response  from  the  men  in  this  caravan, 
who  had  the  promptings  of  true  patriots 
despite  the  misfortunes  of  persecution  at 
the  hands  of  public  officials.  Immediately 
500  men,  the  flower  of  the  flock,  enlisted 
in    the   service   of   their  country.  They 

donned  the  uniform  of  the  American 
soldier,  bade  farewell  to  dieir  distracted 
wives  ainl  children  and  plunged  into  the 
uncertainties  and  anxieties  of  actual  war- 
fare. This  famous  Mormon  Battalion 
completed  the  longest  militarv  march  on 
vucord  and  performed  deeds  of  valour  that 
have  won  recognition  among  the  really 
great  achievements   in   American   history. 

On  this  western  trek,  leaving  behind 
them  the  outposts  of  the  eastern  civilza- 
tion  of  that  day,  these  pioneers  moved  on 
into  the  forbidding  mountain  wilderness, 
reaching  eventually  their  present  abode, 
a  part  of  the  great  American  desert. 
Imagine  their  promptings  when  on  arriv- 
ing at  the  Western  foothills  of  the 
Wasatch   mountains,   thev  beheld   for  the 
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first  time.,  the  desolate  Sail  Lake  Valley. 
Although  this  was  Mexican  territory  in 
1847,  it  was  they  who  first  hoisted  tin- 
Stars  and  Stripes  over  this  hitherto  un- 
explored  area. 

Within  a  few  years  thereafter  came  the 
Civil  War.  The  first  telegraphic  message 
sent  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
by  Governor  Young  of  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  was  "  Utah  remains  loyal  to  the 
Union."  Thus  our  people  demonstrated 
unwavering  allegiance  to  the  government 
at  far-off  Washington.  To  this  allegi- 
ance they  dinged  with  unswerving  devo- 
tion. To  them,  this  is  and  always  shall 
be  their  government,  moulded  upon  prin- 
ciples intended  to  maintain  forever  free- 
dom for  men's  bodies  and  minds  and 
souls. 

Missionary  Service. 

Possibly  you  have  some  impressions  re- 
garding the  missionary  enterprise  in  our 
Church.  May    I    interpret    briefly    the 

philosophy ■  on  which  this  enterprise  is 
based.  The  work  is  placed  very  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  youth  of  the  Church 
who,  as  a  rule,  engage  actively  in  it  only 
for  a  period  of  two  years.  These  young 
men  and  young  women  of  faith  in  this  way 
learn  at  first-hand,  the  valuable  lessons 
of  courage,  humility  and  devotion.  They 
learn  to  meet  opposition,  they  learn  to 
have  a  love  for  humanity  in  a  broad, 
Catholic  sense  and  to  have  respect  for 
other  people's  views,  customs  and  tradi- 
tions. Thev  learn  self-reliance  and  at 
the -same  time,  the  best  means  for  keep- 
ing the  common  touch. 

Returning  from  these  broader  experi- 
ences, they  help  to  build  up  a  more  cos- 
mopolitan citizenship  at  home  which 
makes  for  liberality,  tolerance  and  genu- 
ine clarity  of  understanding  regarding  the 
problems  of  society.  From  this  reser- 
voir of  well-informed  young  men  especi- 
ally leadership  within  the  Church  is 
drawn.  By   this   means   the   Church   is 

constantlv  replenishing  its  vitality  in 
building  men  of  character  and  practical 
experience  in  human  affairs. 


Individual  Independence. 

By  reason  of  the  experiences  of  our 
people  in  personal  hardship  in  conquering 
a  stubborn  wilderness,  they  learned  to  an 
exceptional  degree,  the  meaning  of 
thorough-going-self-relianre  and  thrift. 
Threatening  starvation,  isolation  and  ex- 
posure forced  them  to  depend  almost 
wholly  upon  their  own  resources.  Hence 
this  characteristic  of  self-dependence  is 
woven  into  the  very  bone  and  sinew  of 
this  people. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  neces- 
sarily urgent  call  that  under  the  conditions 
which  had  to  be  faced,  the  benefits  of  co- 
operative effort  must  be  taken  in  account. 
Thus  arose  the  temporal  interests  of  the 
Church  which  have  come  to  be  of  such 
considerable  importance. 

While  Salt  Lake  City  was  yet  a  sprawl- 
ing village,  its  leadership  caused  it  to  be 
divided  into  nineteen  separate  and  dis- 
tinct units,  each  of  which  is  called  a 
Ward.  Over  each  ward  was  set  a  pre- 
siding officials  known  as  a  Bishop,  to 
whom  two  Counsellors  were  given ;  each 
bishop    received    the   following   direction : 

Held  Responsible. 

"  You  are  hereby  held  responsible  for 
the  well-being  of  the  people  residing 
within  your  unit." 

Bach  bishop  knew  the  meaning  of  the 
specific  order.  He  was  not  to  look  to 
the  Church  as  a  whole  for  assistance. 
Thus  was  established  the  social  welfare 
policy  of  the  Church.  Responsibility  was 
and  still  is,  local.  The  administration  of 
local  help  depends  upon  first-hand  know- 
ledge of  the  habits  and  economic  status 
of  each  person  and  each  family  in  each 
ward.  The  thrifty  are  known  for  their 

thrift  and  the  indolent  for  their  lack  of 
thrift  habits.  Intelligent  solution  of  each 
problem  presented  is  made  possible.  The 
idler  must  not  eat  the  bread  of  the  worker. 
This  is  fundamental.  Under  this  regime, 
despite  the  general  poverty  of  the  people 
at  the  beginning,  the  worthy  poor  have, 
never  suffered  from  hunger,  nor  have  they, 
been  unclothed,  nor  unprotected  from  the 
elements.  Upon    this    foundation    the 

whole    relief    svstem    of    the    Church    is 
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built.  Its  effectiveness  lias  been  demon- 
strated throughout  the  prevailing  period 
of  economic   distress.  Its  efficiency   is 

recognized  for  the  wholesomeness  of  Its 
effects  upon  the  individual. 

The  Relief  Programme. 

The  relief  organization  of  the  Church  is 
one   of  the  oldest   in   America.  It  has 

been  continuous  from  the  time  it  was  first 
established  by  Joseph  Smith,  founder  of 
the  Church.  It  is  known  as  the  General 
Relief  Society  and  is  made  up  exclusively 
of  women.  It  extends  into  every  one  ol 
the  more  than  1,110  units  (or  wards) 
within    the    Church.  Never    a    month 

passes  but  these  dispensers  of  mercy  visit 
every  home  within  each  ward.  No  needy 
family  is  forgotten.  The  Church  is  there- 
by enabled  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
economic  status  of  every  family.  Needed 
relief  and  assistance  are  wisely  adminis- 
tered. The-  locai  unit  of  the  General 
Relief  Society  is  held  responsible  for  the 
welfare  of  its  own  people. 

The  Church  as  a  whole  does  not  play 
the  role  ofa  benevolent  Santa  Claus.  It 
is  repugnant  to  our  philosophy  to  hold 
out  the  promise  of  hope  of  cessation  from 
constructive,  profitable  endeavours  on  the 
part   of  everyone.  Nor  is  anyone  en- 

couraged to  look  beyond  such  means  as 
are  at  his  own  disposal  for  providing  for 
his  support  and  sustenance. 

No  Age  Limit. 

No  age  limit  is  set  for  useful  work. 
The  type  of  work  may  change  with  ad- 
vancing years,  but  all  must  continue  to 
serve  on  their  own  behalf.  In  the  General 
Relief  Society  not  one  cent,  is  paid  for 
overhead   or   administraton.  Men    and 

women  give  their  services  voluntarily. 
Canning,  preserving,  and  storing  foods 
for  careful  distribution  among  the  needy 
are  under  the  vigilant  supervision  of  the 
local  unit.  Clothing  is  collected  and  re- 
paired, quilts  and  other  necessary  home- 
keeping  articles  are  prepared  for  the  use 
of  the  worthy  indigent. 

Because  of  the  activities  of  the  General 
Relief  Society,  as  above  mentioned,  the 
following  announcement  recently  was 
made  to  our  people*:  "  You  should  not  be 


on  government  relief.  You  should  ac- 
cept no  money  from  the  government  or 
from  any  other  public  agency  except  in 
payment  for  honest  toil  and  service.  You 
should  accept  the  best  available  job  at  the 
best  available  wage.  If  you  will  comply 
with  this  code,  you  will  not  be  permitted 
to  suffer,  neither  you  nor  your  family. 
You  will  not  go  unclothed  and  you  will 
not  go  hungry  or  cold." 

In  this  manner  the  Church  has  officially 
admonished  its  members  to  refuse  to  ac- 
cept unearned  assistance  or  to  participate 
in  the  free-handed  outpouring  of  govern- 
mental relief.  Onlv  those  who  are  un- 
employable or  incapacitated  an-  excepted 
in  applying  this  rule  and  they  are  pro- 
vided for  under  the  relief  programme  of 
the  Church,  in  keeping  with  its  traditional 
policy, 

The  Mormon  people  have  been  taught 
to  recognize  their  definite  obigation 
FINANCIALLY  to  their  Church.  They 
are  taught  to  possess  an  equity  in  the 
Church  and  to  contribute  to  it  for  that 
purpose.  The  tithing  system  is  basic. 
It  provides  for  paying  a  tenth -part  of 
one's  income  payable  as  it  is  received, 
whether  weekly,  monthly  or  annually,  and 
whether  it  represents  the  widow's  mite, 
or    the    millionaire's   competence.  The 

tenth  load  of  hay  or  its  equivalent.  The 
tenth  yearly  heifer.  The  tenth  ton  of 
beets.  There  are  no  exceptions,  no  allow- 
ances, no  credits  and  no  offsets.  There  is 
no  graduation  of  this  contribution,  no 
penalizing  those  in  the  higher  economic 
brackets,  and  no  special  dispensation  to 
those  on  the  lower  economic  level.  It  is 
uniformly  one-tenth.  There  is  no  seizure 
of  one's  savings,  no  attempt  to  levy  upon 
anyone's  capital,  or  to  distribute  his  ac- 
cumulation. There  is  no  thrust  at  suc- 
cess. 

But  every  member  of  the  Church  is 
made  contribution-conscious.  With  the 
payment  of  his  tithing  he  is  discharging 
his  social  obligation  in  a  financial  sense. 
He  sees  that  his  funds  are  wisely  ad- 
ministered. He  sees  that  the  system  is 
devoid  of  confusion  and  that  there  is  no 
waste  in  the  distribution  of  the  money. 
The  revenue  system  of  the  Church  has 
resulted  in  its  own  economic  securitv  and 
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has  made  possible  the  building  and  main- 
tenance of  magnificent  temples  and 
numerous  places  of  worship.  Likewise 
it  h;is  builded  up  its  expansion  into  tem- 
poral enterprises  which  it  now  conducts 
for  the  well-being  of  this  people. 

Fast  Offerings. 

You  will  be  interested  in  a  reference  to 
what  is  termed  "  fast  offerings."  Once- 
each  month  the  people  are  asked  to  deny 
themselves  of  food  for  one  day.  Both 
spiritual  and  physical  benefits  are  contem- 
plated in  this  practice,  as  well  as  financial 
benefits.  The  amount  saved  is  given  by 
each  family  to  care  for  the  poor  in  the 
unit  in  which  each  family  resides.  There 
is  no  discriminaton.  Those  whose  tables 
are  sparsely  spread,  give  little.  Those 
who  enjoy  luxuries,  give  proportionately. 
There  is  no  heaping  up  upon  any  one  of 
of  the  requirements.  The  contribution  is 
in  keeping  with  the  amount  actually 
saved. 

This  two-fold  system  has  prevailed  for 
a  hundred  years.  To  it,  the  great 
majority  of  our  people  yield  conscientious 
observance.  As  for  current  history,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  in  common 
with  other  Americans,  many  of  our  faith 
were  swept  from  their  moorings  by  the 
recent  epidemic  of  spending  and  giving. 
Many  could  not  resist  the  proffered  gifts 
and  were  persuaded  to  accept  this  new 
interpretation  of  the  myth  of  Santa  Claus. 
This  only  goes  to  show  how  easily  well- 
established  ideals  can  be  shattered  and 
how  prone  human  nature  is  to  be  be- 
guiled by  the  glitter  of  gold.  Fortu- 
nately, .sober  reflection  has  now  set  in  and 
our  people  are  returning  to  their  well- 
defined  convictions  upon  this  importa.it 
phase  of  relief  work. 

Preaches  Balanced   Budget. 

Even  so  cursorv  a  review  as  this  of  the 
financial  considerations  pertaining  to  the 
work  of  the  Church  would  be  incomplete 
without  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Church  teaches  and  practises  financial 
solvency  as  the  real  guarantee  of  econo- 
mic security.  It  is  a  scrupulous  ad- 
herent of  the  balanced  budget.  Its 
operations  are  held  within  its  means  and 
it  keeps  out  of  debt.        It  takes  into  ac- 


count the  social  and  economic  welfare  as 
well  as  the  spiritual  welfare  of  its  people. 
No  member  is  left  without  being  reminded 
of  his  specific  duties  on  behalf  of  his 
fellowmen.  Here     are     two     partinent 

statements  on  the  subject,  taken  from  the 

Doctrine  and  Covenants." 

To  the  rich,   it  says  : 

Wo  unto  you  rich  men,  that  will  not 
give  your  substance  to  the  poor,  for  your 
riches  will  canker  your  souls ;  and  this 
shall  be  your  lamentation  in  the  day  of 
visitation  and  of  judgment,  and  of  indig- 
nation— "  the  harvest  is  past,  the  summer 
is  ended,  and  my  soul  is  not  saved." 

To  the  poor  : 

Wo  unto  you  poor  men,  whose  hearts 
are  not  broken,  whose  spirits  are  not  con- 
trite, and  whose  bellies  are  not  satisfied, 
and  whose  hands  are  not  stayed  from  lav- 
ing hold  upon  other  men's  goods,  whose 
eyes  are  full  of  greediness,  who  will  not 
labour   with   your  own   hands." 

Upon  the  observance  of  these  two  com- 
mands in  combination  hinges  the  econo- 
mic welfare  of  a  people,  and  the  per- 
petuation   of   good   government. 

Further  Concept  Quoted. 

On  this  point,  may  I  further  quote  the 
following  concept  of  government  from  the 
same  source  : 

We  believe  that  no  government  can 
exist  in  peace,  except  such  laws  are 
framed  and  held  inviolate  as  will  secure- 
to  each  individual  the  free  exercise  of 
conscience,  the  right  and  control  of  pro- 
perty and  the  protection  of  life." 

These  are  all  from  the  writings  of 
Joseph  Smith  contributed  more  than  one 
hundred  years  ago. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  seriously  suggest 
that,  as  Americans,  we  need  to  turn  our 
minds  and  our  efforts  anew  in  the  direc- 
tion of  preserving  the  free  exercise  of 
conscience  as  safeguarded  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights  ;  the  sanctity  of  possession  and 
control  of  private  property  ;  and  the  ob- 
ligation we  all  share  for  the  protection  of 
the  welfare  of  our  fellows.  All  of  these 
standards  are  written  imperishablv  in  that 
greatest  of  all  human  documents,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  first 
given   life   in   your   great  city. 
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We  {F$id  a  Fond  Farewell 


Elders  Julian  R.  Durham  and  Ralph 
W.  Millburn  are  the  latest  missionaries 
to  whom  we  have  bid  farewell.  Roth  ol 
these  splendid  young  men  arrived  in  the 
mission  held  on  the  5th  November,  1934, 
and  the  past  twenty-nine  months  have 
brought   many   experiences   to  them. 

Elder  Durham  has  laboured  in  the 
Cape  and  Natal  Districts,  serving-  as  Mis- 
sion Commissarian  during  his  first  so- 
journ in  the  Cape  and  as  District  Presi- 
dent of  Natal  from  |anuarv,  1986,  to 
December,    1936. 

Elder  Millburn  has  had  a  most  varied 
career,  labouring  as  a  travelling  mission - 
arv  in  the  Transvaal,  District  President 
of   Port    Elizabeth    District    from   January, 

1936,  to  May,  1936,  Mission  Secretary 
from  May,  1936,  to  January,  1937,  and 
District  President  of  Natal  from  January, 

1937,  to  the  close  of  his  mission. 

All  that  knew  these  young  men  loved 
them,    and   they   have   been    the   means   of 


bringing  joy  and  happiness  to  the  hearts 
of  many  people  in  this  fair  land.  Elder 
Durham  has  a  wonderful  gift  of  ready  wit 

and  he  was  a  prime  favourite,  especially 
with  the  elderly  members  of  the  Church. 
Elder  Millbum's  efficiency  in  all  of  his 
undertakings  and  eloquence  as  a  speaker 
will  long  be  remembered  in  the  South 
African   Mission. 

Elder  Durham   left    for   Europe  on  the 

"  Guilio  Caesare  "  on  the  26th  March, 
and  Elder  Millburn  took  the  East  Coast 
route  by  the  "  L  ssukuma  "  from  Durban 
on  the  6th  April. 

I  am  sure  that  all  the  saints  of  South 
African  and  the  friends  of  these  two  mis- 
sionaries join  "  Cumorah's  Southern 
Messenger  "  in  wishing  them  God- 
speed. May  health  and  happiness  ever  be 
theirs  and  may  the  strong  testimonies  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  that  they  have 
borne  to  us  be  the  guiding  lights  of  their 
lives.— B. 


Elder  Julian   R.    Durham. 


Elder  W.  Millburn. 


GO 
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Mission   News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder   Dee   R.    Parkinson,    District   President, 

"  Cumorah,"    Main   Road,   Mowbray. 

Elders    Robert     R.     Child,     Dale    A.     Wilcox, 

0.   Claron  Alldredge,  Grant  B.   Hodgson  and 

Harold  M.  M.  Lund. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10. oO  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.  ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.45  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,    Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 

The  M.I. A.  and  Relief  Society  Concert 
held  at  "  Cumorah  "  on  the  22nd  and 
23rd  March  was  a  grand  success.  The 
hall  was  filled  to  capacity  with  a  splendid 
attentive  audience.  The  casts  of  both 
plays  played  their  parts  well. 

On  the  26th  March  a  lovely  evening 
was  spent  at  the  home  of  Sister  E.  Helm. 
The  occasion  was  the  birthday  anniver- 
sary of  her  young  son.  Congratulations 
and  good  wishes,   Buddy! 

A  birthday  dinner  honouring  Sister 
Hilda  Swart  was  attended  by  all  at 
Cumorah.  May  she  always  have  the 
spirit  of  the  Gospel  to  guide  her  footsteps 
in   righteousness. 

Sheila  Violet  Pirie,  infant  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Gilbert  Pirie,  passed 
away  25th  March  and  was  buried  on  the 
27th.  May  the  comforting  influence  of 
our  Heavenly  Father  attend  the  bereaved. 

The  Easter  Cantata  "  Ruth,"  under 
the  direction  of  Elder  Ray  F.  Marsh, 
was  presented  Sunday  .8th  March.  It 
was  a  fine  production  and  a  good  crowd 
attended. 

On  Sunday,  28th  March,  Elder  Ray  F. 
Marsh  was  released  as  Cape  District 
President.  Elder  Dee  R.  Parkinson  was 
released  as  Mission  Secretary  and  Elder 
Dale  A.  Wilcox  as  Mission  Commis- 
sarian.  Elder  Dee  R.  Parkinson  was 
then  sustained  as  Cape  District  President 
and  Elder  James  G.  Shumway  as  Mission 
Secretary.  Elder  Robert  R.  Child  was 
sustained   a   Mission   Commissarian. 

Two  more  fine  people  have  seen  fit  to 
enter  into  the  fold.  At  an  impressive 
service  held  29th  March,  John  Harry 
Seager  was  baptised  by  Elder  Ray  F. 
Marsh  and  confirmed  by  President  Le 
Grand  P.  Backman.  At  a  lovely  service 
held      Tuesday      morning,      30th     March, 


Violet  Annie  Hornby  Taylor  was  baptised 
by  Elder  Ray  F.  Marsh  and  confirmed 
by  President  LeGrafld  P.  Backman.  As 
a  special  feature  Sister  Taylor  sang  the 
lovely  anthem,  "  Just  for  To-day."  May 
our  Heavenly  Father  guide  their  foot- 
steps in  paths  of  truth  and  righteousness 
and  keep  them  ever  mindful  of  their  new- 
covenants. 

President  LeGrand  P.  Backman,  ac- 
companied by  Elders  Ray  F.  Marsh  and 
Wm.  A.  Sorenson,  left  30th  March  for  a 
visit  to  the  Eastern  Province  and  Xatal. 
Elder  Marsh  has  been  assigned  to  labour 
iin  the  Transvaal  as  District  President. 
Elder  Sorenson  was  appointed  District 
President  of  Xatal.  May  they  find  joy 
and  may  their  efforts  be  crowned  with 
success  in  their  new  fields  of  labour. 

A  large  crowd  attended  the  Primary 
Concert  which  was  held  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Sister  Johanna  Fourie  at  "  Cu- 
morah," 7th  April.  Several  skits  were 
presented  by  the  primary  children,  and 
as  the  concluding  number,  Elder  O. 
Claron  Alldredge  gave  an  illustrated  lec- 
ture  entitled,    "  Down    Pioneer   Trails." 

A  special  service  commemorating  the 
107th '  Anniversary  of  the  Church,  was 
held  at  Cumorah,  Sunday  evening,  11th 
April.  Elder  O.  Claron' Alldredge  and 
Brother  Walter  X.  Park  were  the  speak- 
ers. The  Cumorah  Mixed  Chorus,  under 
the  direction  of  Elder  O.  Claron  All- 
dredge,   sang  several   numbers. 

Elder  Dale  A.  Wilcox,  who  has  spent 
the  past  year  labouring  in  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict, left  for  Durban,  Tuesday,  13th 
April.  We  sincerely  hope  he  will  enjov 
his  work  in  Xatal. 

Again  we  say  "  Thanks  "  to  our  many 
friends  and  members  for  the  lovelv 
dinners  and  many  pleasant  evenings. 

TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 

Elder  Ray  F.   Marsh,   District  President. 

Elders  Lincoln  W.  Kener,  John  F.  Reynolds, 

Jack  H.  Bradshaw,  Timothy  H.  Irons,  Frank 

W.    Duncan,    Victor   J.    Allen,    Wilford    Lee 

Freeman    and    Harold    Dean    Jensen. 

Meetings  held  at  395,  Commissioner  Street, 

Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. ;  M.I. A. 

meeting    held     Tuesday    at    8    p.m.  ;    Relief 

Society    and     Priesthood     meetings    held    on 

Thursday  at  8  p.m.  ;  Primary  on  Wednesday 

at  3  p.m. 
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Liahona  Branch,  20,  Petunia  Street, 
Rosettenville :  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  o/o  J.  P.  Brummer. 
Waterval  Estate  :  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
6.00   p.m. 

Springs  Branch,  "  Castle  Mansions  "  : 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Pretoria  Branch,  173,  Church  Street,  East. 
Poynton's  Building:  Sunday  at  7.30  p.m. 

Some  delightful  lantern  lectures  have 
been  presented  at  the  homes  of  members 
and  friends  during  the  past  month.  We 
express  our  thanks  and  apprecintioon  to 
those  who  so  kindly  given  the  use  of  their 
homes. 

At  a  baptismal  service  held  14th  March, 
Brother  Frank  Octavius  Sanders  was 
baptised  by  Elder  F.  \V.  Duncan  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  T.  H.  Irons.  Elsie 
Susanna  Sanders  was  baptised  by  Elder 
F.  W.  Duncan  and  confirmed  by  Elder 
Y.  J.  Allen. 

At  a  baptismal  service  conducted  27th 
March  by  J.  H.  Bradshaw,  the  following 
were  baptised  :  Martinus  Wessel  Brum- 
mer, baptised  by  Elder  T.  H.  Irons  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  Jack  H.  Bradshaw; 
Edith  Agnes  Brummer,  baptised  by  Elder 
T.  H.  Irons  and  confirmed  by  Elder  T. 
H.  Irons;  and  their  children,  Andreis 
Godleib,  baptised  by  Elder  V.  J.  Allen 
and  confirmed  by  Elder  H.  D.  Jensen; 
Harry  Joseph,  baptised  by  Elder  L.  W. 
Kener  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Y.  J. 
Allen  ;•  .Martinus  Wessels,  jr.,  baptised  by 
Elder  L.  \Y.  Kener  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  L.  \Y.  Kener;  William  Hermanus, 
baptised  bv  Elder  H.  D.  Jensen  and  con- 
firmed by  Elder  J.  F.  Reynolds;  Loraine 
John,  baptised  by  Elder  Y.  J.  Allen  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  T.    H.   Irons. 

Elder  Harold  D.  Jensen  presided  at  the 
baptismal  service  held  28th  March. 
Thora  Elanah  Ninow*  was  baptised  by 
Brother  Norman  G.  Mujr  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  H.  D.  Jensen;  Mavis  Estella 
Ninow  was  baptised  by  Elder  Lincoln 
W\  Kener  and  confirmed  by  Elder  F.  W. 
Duncan;  Stanley  Ernest  Ninow  was  bap- 
tised by  Bro.  Norman  G.  Muir  and  con- 
firmed by  Bro.  N.  G.  Muir;  Gladys 
Yalarie  Hancock  was  baptised  bv  Elder 
F.  W.  Duncan  and  confirmed  bv  Elder 
L.  W.  Kener  ;  Sarah  Johanna  Jacobs  was 


baptised  by  Elder  L.  W.  Kener  and  con- 
firmed  by   Elder  J.    H.    Bradshaw. 

On  the  29th  March  Elder  Lincoln  W. 
Kener  conducted  the  baptismal  service  in 
which  Irus  Kathleen  Danielsoh  was  bap- 
tised in  to  the  fold  by  Elder  J.  H.  Brad- 
shaw and  confirmed  a  member  of  tin- 
church  by  Bro.  X.  G.  Muir.  The  baby 
daughter  of  Brother  and  Sisier  Daniel- 
son  was  blessed  at  the  same  service  by 
Elder  Y.  J.  Allen.  Marjorie  Joan  was 
the  name  given  the  child. 

Elder  L.  W.  Kener  conducted  another 
baptismal  service  on  the  31st  March  At 
this  service  Matilda  Smith  was  baptised 
by  Elder  J.  H.  Bradshaw  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  L.  W.  Kener;  Blanche  Minnie 
Pretorius  was  baptised  by  Elder  L.  W. 
Kener  and  confirmed  by  Elder  J.  II. 
Bradshaw. 

Sincere  good  wishes  to  these  new- 
members  and  may  they  find  true  joy  in 
the  step  they  have  taken. 

Elder  Robert  R.  Child  left  the  Trans- 
vaal 14th  March.  He  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Cape  Town.  We  hope  that 
Elder  Child  will  in  his  new  field  of  labour 
meet  with   success. 

At  our  special  Relief  Society  service 
held  Sunday  night,  14th  March,  Sister 
M.   Savage  was  the  principal  speaker. 

During  the  past  weeks  several  cottage 
meetings  have  been  held  in  the  homes 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martinus  Brummer.  The 
principals  of  the  Gospel  have  been  taught. 

A  very  delightful  dinner  was  held  for 
the  "  old  folks  "  in  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  C.  D.  Brebner,  after  which  a 
social    was    held    at    the     Church.         The 

old    folks  "    extend    their    appreciation. 

Elder  W.  Lee  Freeman  left  26th  March 
for  Bloemfontein.  Here,  he  and   Elder 

Lincoln  A.  Daynes  will  supervise  the 
work  in  Kimberley,  Bloemfontein  and 
Basutoland. 

Liahona  and  Ramah  branches  com- 
bined for  the  special  services  held  Easter 
morning.  Both  Sunday  Schools  put  over 
a  real  programme  and  they  are  to  be  con- 
gratulataed.  Elder  John  F.  Reynolds 
was  the  main  speaker. 

Sister  Williams  and  her  daughters, 
Iris  and  Eileen,  from  Port  Elizabeth, 
have  been  recent  Johannesburg  visitors. 
Eileen  has  taken  sick  and  has  been  con- 
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fined  to  the  children's  hospital.  We 
pray  for  speedy  recovery. 

We  arc  pleased  to  welcome  Sister 
Dora  Goodrich  pf  Cape  Town  for  a  few 
weeks'  holiday.  We  hope  that  her  stay 
will   be  a   pleasant    one. 

Again  we  wish  to  thank  the  memhers 
and  friends  for  tin-  kindnesses  shown  to 
us   this   pa.sl    month. 

Waterval  Branch  News. 

The  baby  g*iti  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Johannes  E.  Brummer  was  blessed*  4th 
April  by  Brother  J.  P.  Brummer.  She 
was  given  the  name  Hester  Petronclla 
( iert  ruida    Brummer. 

Sister  Janetta  Brummer  sustained  a 
sprained  wrist  and  minor  injuries  through 
a  bad  fall.      She  is  now  improved. 

Brother  and  Sister  A.  C.  Brummer's 
small  daughter  has  been  dangerously  ill 
for   the   past    month.  But   through    the 

parents'  faith  in  administration  she  is 
now   completely   recovered. 

Sister  Elizabeth  van  Eyssen  has  been 
ill  the  past  week,  but  she  is  recovering 

Liahona   Branch  News. 

Liahona  and  Ramah  primaries  are  now- 
held  conjointly.  The  increased  atten- 
dance and   interest   is   pleasing. 

A  novel  social  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Robert  Stark  in 
La  Rochelle  on  2nd  April.  The  social 
was  sponsored  by  the  Liahona  Genea- 
logical Society. 

We  all  join  in  congratulating  Brother 
and  Sister  F.  J.  Spear  on  the  arrival  of 
a  bonnie  son,  weighing  10j  pounds.  He 
was  born  on  Good  Friday.  May  the  Lord 
bless  his  parents  with  knowledge  and 
wisdom    in    guiding    his    footsteps. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 

Elder  Ross  D.  Benson,  District  President. 
Elder  Joseph   R.   Meservy. 

Services:  Forresters'  Hall,  Palm  Street, 
Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

The  Port  Elizabeth  Branch  member- 
ship has  increased.  On  Thursday  morn- 
ng,  1st  April,  Dennis  Louw  was  baptised 
by  Elder  Ross  D.  Benson  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  Ray  F.  Marsh  ;  Archibald  James 
Whitaker  was  baptised  by  Elder  Joseph 
R.  Meservv  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Wil- 
liam A.    Sorenson.     These  new  members 


have  entered  into  the  church  with  a  de- 
sire to  keep  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord,  that  thereby  they  may  enjoy  His 
inspiration  and  protection  throughout 
their  lives.  We  prav  our  Heavenly 
Father's  choicest  blessings     upon    them. 

Two  infant  daughters  were  blessed  and 
given  names.  They  are  :  Merle  Maree 
Eales  who  was  blessed  on  10th  March  by 
Elder  Meservy  and  Pearl  Elizabeth  Trol- 
lip,  who  was  blessed  on  4th  April  by 
Elder   Benson. 

We  heartily  welcome  Sistter  Florence 
Smith  and  her  daughter,  Vera,  back  into 
our  branch,  they  have  been  in  Johannes- 
burg for  several  months.  Other  arrivals 
here  are  Mr.  and  Sister  Hodgekinson  and 
family  from  Benoni.  We  are  glad  to 
have  them  with  us  and  wish  them  success 
in   Port   Elizabeth. 

A  special  Sundav  evening  service  was 
held  on  21st  March,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Relief  Society.  The 
speakers  w  ere  :  Relief  Society  President 
Queenie  Everton,  2nd  Counsellor  Mary 
Doller,   and   Elder  Joseph   R.    Meservv. 

An  important  high-light  of  the  past 
month  was  the  picnic-outing  to  St. 
George's  Strand,  sponsored  by  the  Re- 
lief Society.  Under  favourable  weather 
conditions  the  group  had  an  enjoyable 
day. 

Interest  in  the  Gospel  message,  as 
taught  by  our  Saviour,  has  been  created 
by  means  of  various  lantern  lectures 
dealing  with  early  scenes  in  Church 
history  and  proving  the  truthfulness  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon.  These  lectures 
were  given  during  the  past  month  at 
different  gatherings  of  the  branch. 

We  greatly  mourn  the  death  of  Merle 
Maree  Eales,  beloved  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  E.  G.  Eales.  Little  Merle 
passed  away  on  4th  April.  A  beautiful 
graveside  service  at  the  Port  Elizabeth 
North  End  Cemetery  was  conducted  by 
Elders  Ross  D.  Benson  and  Joseph  R. 
Meservy.  We  give  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy, praying  that  our  Heavenly  Father 
will  cheer  and  comfort  those  who  are 
bereaved. 

We  were  favoured  with  a  visit  from 
President  LeGrand  P.  Backman,  of  the 
South   African    Mission;   also   Elders  Rav 
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F.  Marsh  and  William  A.  Sorenson  were 
present  at  the  Relief  Society  and  Priest- 
hood meeting  held  1st  April  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  R.  K.  F.  Doller. 
The  meeting  was  impressive  througbut; 
the  addresses  given  by  the  visiting  breth- 
ren-were inspirational. 

President  LeGrand  P.  Backman  will 
again  visit  Port  Elizabeth  on  25th  April, 
on 'which  date  our  Semi-Annual  District 
Conference  will  be  held  at  Forester's 
Hall,    Palm  Street. 


NATAL   DISTRICT. 
Elder  Win.  A.  Sorenson, 

District  President. 

Elders    Omer    J.    Smith,    Brent    M.    Palmer, 

Dean  A.   Ellsworth. 

.  Durban  meetings  held  at  Perla  Siedle 
Studio,  Buchanan  Building,  West  and  Russel 
Streets.  Sunday  School,  10.30  a.m.  Evening 
Service,  7  p.m. 

Pietermaritzburg  meetings  held  at  Good 
Templars'  Hall,  Longmarket  Street.  Evening 
Service,  7  p.m. 

Durban  News. 

Easter  Monday  found  the  children  of 
the  Durban  branch  enjoying  another  fine 
picnic  at  Sister  Sweeney's.  The  day  was 
spent  playing  cricket,  rounders,  running 
races  and  eating.  A  delightful  time. 
.  Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Christian  Petruis  van  Eck  on  the  arrival 
of  a  fine  baby  girl  born  on  2nd  April, 
1937.  The  little  one  was  blessed  and1 
given  the  name  of  Margaret  Rose  by  Pre- 
sident LeGrand  P.    Backman. 

On  4th  April  we  were  very  happy  to 
greet'  President  Backman,  Elder  Wm.  A. 
Sorenson  and  Elder  Rav  F.  Marsh,  who 
arrived  on  the  mail  boat,  '  Windsor 
Castle,"  During     the     afternoon     and 

evening  the  semi-annual  conference  of 
the  district  was  held  with  a  splendid 
attendance,  in  fact,  the  evening  atten- 
dance was  a  record  for  the  Natal  District. 
A  verv  splendid  programme  was  carried 
on  under  the  deriction  of  the  retiring 
District    President,    Ralph    W.    Millburn. 

On  Monday  evening-,  5th  April,  a  fare- 
well social  was  given  in  honour  of  Elder 
K-ftlph  W.  Millburn  prior  to  his  departure 
for  home.  Among  the  features  of  the 
programme  was  a  make-up  demonstra- 
tion by  Elder  Ray  F.  Marsh.    \, 


Tuesday,  6th  April,  saw  the  departure 
of  a  fine  missionary  when  the  I'ssitkuma 
carried  away  our  District  President, 
Ralph  W.  Millburn.  The  last  three 
months  of  his  mission  were  spent  in 
Natal  where  he  accomplished  a  great 
work.  We  are  all  sorrv  to  see  him  go 
but  wish  him  (iod -speed  and  a  blessed 
future  life.  He  has  been  succeeded 
District  President  by  Elder  Wm.  A. 
Sorenson,  transferred  from  the  Cape 
District. 

Elders  Smith  and  Ellsworth  were 
visitors  to  Durban  for  the  District  Con- 
ference and  returned  to  their  field  of 
labour   in    Maritzburg  on   7th   April 

David  Daniel  Greenberg  and  his  wife, 
were  baptized  on  Monday  5th  April,  by 
Elder  Brent  M.  Palmer  and  confirmed  by 
Elders  Wm.  A.  Sorenson  and  Rav  F. 
Marsh,  respectively,  and  little  Natalie 
Doreen  Fagan  was  baptized  bv  Elder 
Brent  M.  Palmer  on  9th  April,  and  con- 
firmed by  President  Le  Grand  P.  Back- 
man.  Mav  our  Heavenlv  Father  bless 
these    new   members    in    abundance. 

Elder  Ray  F.  Marsh  left  for  his  new- 
field  of  labour  in  the  Transvaal  on  the 
10th  April.  His  visit  and  association 
were  immensely  enjoyed. 

Thursday,  15th  April,  saw  President 
Backman  off  for  the  districts  along  the 
South  Coast.  We  enjoyed  his  visit  verv 
much  and  wish  to  thank  all  the  members 
and  friends  who  have  contributed  in  any 
way  to  make  his  visit  so  pleasant. 
Pietermaritzburg  News. 

Among  the  events  that  have  transpired 
of  interest  to  the  Church  was  a  lantern 
lecture  entitled,  "  Before.  Columbus," 
held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Carry-Smith  on 
Berg  Street. 

The  Durban  Elders  with  Brother  and 
Sister  O.  Layton  Alldredge  and  Sister 
Olga  Hubert  visited  Pietermaritzburg 
on  Good  Friday. 

The    following    week-end     the     Pieter- 
nmritzburg  Elders  attended  District  Con- 
ference at  Durban. 

On  Saturday  night,  10th  April,  Elder 
Ray  F.  Marsh  demonstrated  some  the 
uses  of  make-up  to  an  appreciative  audi- 
ence at  the  Dinkelman  home  on  Perth 
Street.  The  demonstration  was  educa- 
tional as  well  as  entertaining:. 
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A  very  successful  meeting  was  held 
on  Sunday  night,  11th  April,  with  Pre- 
sident LeGrand  P.  Backman  and  Elder 
Ray  F.  Marsh  as  the  principal  speakers. 
We  were  blessed  with  an  attendance  of 
twenty-  five. 

In  addition  to  all  of  this,  the  mission- 
aries here  have  merited  the  name, 
"  Travelling  Elders,"  having  visited  from 
Durban  to  Ladvsmith,  covering  a  distance 
of  Oyer  three  hundred  miles  via  "  Mis» 
sionarv  Express."  All  of  the  member's 
and  friends  were  found  to  be  in  good 
health  and  happy.  They  entertained  the 
Elders  royallv. 


EAST  LONDON. 

Elder   Harlan   W.    Clark,    District   President. 
Elder  W.  Dean  Taylor. 

Services:  Studio,  27,  St.  George's  Road, 
East  London. 

Our  sympathy  goes  out  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Basso  in  their  recent  bereavement. 
A  daughter,  Loreta,  was  born  to  them  on 
the  14th  March  and  died  the  following- 
day. 

The  Wagner  household  was  consider- 
ablv  increased  and  brightened  by  the 
arrival,  on  the  20th  March,  of  .Brother 
Christian  Steele,  Mrs.  Bertha  Price  and 
daughter,  Betty,  all  of  Dublin,  Ireland. 
With  their  arrival,  Sister  Louisa  Steele 
once  more  realized  a  complete  re-union 
of  her  family.  She  will  return  with  them 
tht  latter  part  of  April  to  her  old  home  in 
Dublin — another  blow  to  the  East  London 
branch.  During  their  stay  the  visitors 
have  made  short  trips  to  Johannesburg 
and  Durban.  . 

The  same  boat  that  brought  these  visi-' 
tors  also  carried  Sister  Mimi  Smith  of 
Cape  Town  on  a  holiday  cruise  up  the 
coast.     We  enjoyed  short  visits  with  her 
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on  both  stops  the  boat  made  at  our  port. 

Starting  out  on  the  22nd  March,  Elders 
Clark  and  Taylor  went  on  a  short  country 
trip,  visiting  members  and  friends  in 
Molleno  and  Cjueenstou  n.  They  report 
that  all  is  well  with  the  faithful  Shelvers 
of  Molleno.  At  Cjueenstmvn  they  found 
Brother  Joseph  Viljoen,  who  divides  his 
time  between  his  family  in  Cjueenstow  n 
and.  his  employment  in  Shangani,  South- 
ern Rhodesia,  recovering  from  a  severe 
sprain  of  the  ankle,  which  has  rendered 
him  practically  helpless  for  over  a  month. 

The  3rd  of  April  was  made  a  happy  day 
for  the  Elders  of  East  London  by  a  brief 
visit  from  the  Durban  bound  Elders 
Marsh  .  and  Sorenson  and  President 
Backman.  Even  "  Dolly,"  the  audacious 
sea  lion  at  the  acquarium,  was  so  glad 
to  see  them  that  it  attempted  to  make  a 
meal  of  Elder  Marsh. 

Marina  Glen  and  the  Eastern  Beach 
was  the  scene  of  a  delightful  picnic  on 
the  10th  April  in  honour  of  the  Putters, 
who  arc  leaving  soon  to  make  their  home 
in  Springs.  The  festivities  were  topped 
off  with  a  social  in  the  evening  at  the 
Futter  home  in  Orange  Grove. 

The  return  of  President  Backman  on 
Friday,  16th  April,  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  series  of  happenings  in  East  Lon- 
don, Saturday  the  17th,  Elder  Dale  A. 
Wilcox  arrived  from  the  Cape.  The  next 
day,  Sunday,  18th  April,  the  East  Lon- 
don District  Conference  took  place.  Pre- 
sident Backman  and  Elder  Wilcox  were 
invaluable  assets  in  making  it  a  success. 
Good  sized  congregations  enjoyed  the 
fine  spirit  of  the  meetings.  Then  Tues- 
day morning,  20th  April,  Elder  Wilcox 
underwent  an  operation  for  the  removal 
of  his  appendix,  which  has  been  inter- 
mittently troubling  him  for  some  time. 
Doctor  Wagner,  always  willing  to  do  all 
he  can  for  the  missionaries,  performed 
the  operation.  Our  prayer  is  that  he  will 
be  blessed  with  a  quick  and  complete  re- 
covery. 

Continued  on  page  53. 
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